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Wellington  House, 

Penn  Fields, 

W  OLVERHAMPTON , 

February,  1905. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Health  Report  for  the 
Rural  District  of  Seisdon  for  the  year  1904. 

This  year  was  especially  notable  for  two  things,  one 
being  the  Inaugaration  of  the  Penn  Sewerage  Scheme, 
which  we  have  no  doubt  is  second  to  none,  if  not  superior 
to  any,  although  it  does  not  take  in  all  the  houses  in  the 
district.  The  second,  I  regret  to  say,  being  a  most  in¬ 
tractable  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  though  without  a  death. 
The  number  of  cases  was  115,  being  far  the  largest  number 
since  the  year  1894,  when  we  had  140.  The  average  for 
the  last  ten  years  is  48. 

The  Population,  as  estimated  at  Midsummer,  1904, 
is  13,841  ; 

Being  an  increase  of  67  in  Tettenhall. 

,,  ,,  55  in  Kinver. 

,,  ,,  108  in  Wombourne. 


Total  Increase  ...  230 


The  Births,  322  in  number,  show,  I  fear,  the 
tendency  of  the  age  for  parents  to  restrict  the  number  of 
their  family,  which  has  such  direful  results  in  the 
depopulation  of  France  ;  for  though  the  population  has 
increased  by  230,  through  the  great  building  activity, 
especially  in  the  Parish  of  Penn,  where  there  have  been  90 
new  houses  built,  yet  the  births  show  a  decrease  of  5. 
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The  Death  Rate  is  14*5,  practically  the  average, 
and  the  Death  Rate  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  is 
121  per  1,000  births,  or  12  out  of  every  100  born.  This  is 
a  great  blot  on  our  country.  A  very  large  number  of  these 
children  being  lost  from  pure  ignorance  and  carelessness. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever]  has  again,  I  regret  to  say,  been  ex¬ 
ceedingly  prevalent,  as  in  last  year,  only  much  more  so — 
there  being  115  cases  as  against  63. 

This  perhaps  is  not  surprising,  as  in  many  cases  the 
rash  was  so  slight  and  lasted  so  short  a  time  that  it  was 
impossible  to  say  whether  it  was  Scarlet  Fever  or  not, 
before  the  desquamation  stage,  and  that  in  some  cases  was 
not  characteristic  or  was  much  delayed.  In  some  cases  it 
was  only  because  there  were  other  cases  in  the  house  that 
the  case  Avas  certified  at  all. 

In  the  case  of  one  adult,  which  Avas  certified  as 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  the  diagnosis  verified  by  myself  and  the 
nurses,  a  typical  Scarlet  Fever  rash  developed  again  a 
fortnight  later,  and  even  then  he  never  desquamated, 
though  kept  in  nine  weeks.  Had  he  not  been  in  a  Hospital 
he  would  certainly  have  been  released  long  before. 

The  number  of  cases  was  large  throughout  the 
whole  year,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  Tettenhall  and 
Wombourn  districts  (only  one  case  occurring  in  the  Kinver 
district).  The  epidemic  reached  its  heighth  after  August 
Bank  Holiday,  as  in  last  year,  when  large  numbers  were 
clearly  traced,  to  four  cases  which  went  about  peeling 
with  little  or  no  history  of  previous  illness.  Other  cases, 
no  doubt,  have  never  been  discovered  at  all. 
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There  have  also  been  several  cases  occurring  in  the 
same  family  or  neighbourhood,  after  a  considerable 
interval,  sometimes  before  and  sometimes  after  the  return 
of  a  case  from  the  Isolation  Hospital.  If  infection  was 
carried  from  the  Hospital,  I  believe  it  was  generally  from 
some  catarrhal  discharge,  set  up  by  a  child  on  removal,  or 
subsequently. 

In  no  case  have  I  been  able  to  trace  it  definitely  to 
any  defect  in  the  disinfection  of  the  clothing.  Isolation 
for  a  few  days  in  thejdisused  Iron  Hospital  had  apparently 
no  effect  whatever  in  the  matter.  Neither  did  sending 
them  out  a  little  sooner  than  usual  in  some  cases,  when  we 
were  crowded,  have  any  ill  results. 

This  epidemic  has  been  such  a  troublesome  one, 
that  you  have  rightly,  perhaps,  made  an  exhaustive  enquiry 
into  the  means  used  for  stamping  it  out,  and  adopted  the 
following  resolution  : — 

1.  The  preparation  and  distribution  of  handbills 

describing  the  symptoms  of  scarlet  fever. 

2.  Eeports  to  be  sent  by  Schoolmasters  to  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  of  all  illnesses  of  more  than 

three  days’  duration. 

3.  The  disinfection  of  houses  and  schools,  either 

by  a  Sanitary  Official,  or  in  his  presence. 

You  have  also  put  forward  the  lofty  and  laudible 
desire,  fully  shared  by  all  the  Hospital  Officials,  though 
unattained  in  any  other  sanitary  district,  that  all  danger 
from  return  cases  should  be  entirely  eliminated. 

The  district  has  been  very  free  from  the  other 
Zymotic  Diseases, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  County  Council  has  still  under  its  considera¬ 
tion  the  building  of  a  Hospital  for  this  disease,  and  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  been  asked  to  mention  any 
sites  in  their  districts  suitable.  Though,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  we  have  several  ideal  aspects,  the  difficulty  of 
ample  water  supply  and  proximity  to  a  railway  station 
curtails  the  number  very  much. 


VACCINATION. 

The  Vaccination  Act  works  fairly  well.  Though, 
out  of  300  births  from  July,  1903  to  July,  1904,  there  are 
still  7  per  cent,  unvaccinated  in  your  district,  and  many  of 
those  are  only  done  in  one  place,  which  is  no  guarantee  of 
safety,  or,  at  any  rate,  only  for  a  very  limited  time. 


SANITARY  WORK. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  25  samples  of 
water  analysed,  15  of  which  were  polluted. 

Sixteen  wells  were  closed  and  tap  water  substituted. 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  four  cases  for  infring- 
ment  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  convictions  followed. 

Tap  water  has  been  laid  on  to  57  houses,  principally 
in  the  Parishes  of  Swindon  and  Penn. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  that  you  are  taking  active  steps 
to  supply  Kinver  with  pure  water,  which  is  so  badly  needed  ; 
also  that  the  night  soils  are  removed  by  contract,  which,  I 
believe,  is  giving  great  satisfaction  in  the  parish. 

It  is  also  to  be  hoped  that  a  similar  system  will  be 
adopted  in  Wombourn  and  Autherley  Road.  I  understand 
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also  that  you  are  only  waiting  for  a  water  supply  to  pro¬ 
ceed  forthwith  with  a  drainage  scheme  for  Kinver,  which 
is  so  urgently  required. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  note  that  you  have  passed  a 
resolution  to  adopt  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  as 
regards  certain  private  streets  in  the  Parish  of  Upper  Penn, 
and  that  you  will  shortly  have  these  roads,  on  which  I  have 
previously  reported,  made  and  put  into  a  sanitary  con¬ 
dition. 

One  house  has  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Further  details  are  appended  in  the  Inspector’s 

report. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

During  the  year  the  Inspector  and  I  have  inspected 
all  the  factories  and  workshops,  and  with  a  few  exceptions 
found  them  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

Seven  notices  have  been  served,  and  six  have  been 
complied  with. 

In  one  case  I  found  the  roof  in  a  very  dangerous 
condition,  so  much  so  that  a  large  fall  took  place  a  few 
days  later,  that  has  never  been  thoroughly  renovated. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  R.  SPACKMAN,  F.RJ.P.H, 
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TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infections  Disease  notified  during  tlie  year  1904. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

At  all  Ages. 

n 

uses  Notified  in  whole 
District. 

At  Ages — Years. 
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Notified  in 
each  locality. 
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Hospital 
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Locality. 
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table  V. — Houses,  &c.  erected  in  the  Seisdon  Kural  District  during  the  year  1904. 
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Number  of  plane  approved  by  tbe  Council  during  the  year  1904 — 69. 
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SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1904. 


Number  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  551 

Number  of  Notices  on  Books,  31st  December,  1908...  6 

Number  of  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Complied  with .  ...  191 

Leaving  on  the  Books,  31st  December,  1904  ...  8 

Letters  written  relative  to  Nuisances  ...  ...  165 

Bakehouses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Slaughter-houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Shops  Inspected  ...  ...  54 

Canal  Boats  Inspected...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 


Houses  Closed  unfit  for  Habitation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Schools  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  Closets  Repaired  and  Ventilated  ...  ...  1 

Cellars  Drained .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Spouting  Provided  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wash-houses  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Privies  Removed  and  Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  18 

Emptied  and  Cleansed ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Ashpits  Repaired .  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


Carried  forward  ...  419 
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Brought  forward  . 

Ashpits  built  to  Privies 

Privies  Repaired 

Doors  and  Spouting  provided  ... 

Pan  System  Adopted  ... 

Privies  Limewashed 
Workshops  cleaned  and  repaired 
Drains  laid  to  Houses  .. 

Repaired...  ...  •••  ...  •••  ••• 

Trapped  ... 

Cesspits  Constructed 
Cesspools  Emptied 
Foul  Cesspits  filled  up  ... 

Foul  Ditches  Cleansed... 

Urinals  Repaired 
Pigsties  removed 
Ceased  Keeping  Swine 
Catcbpits  built  to  Piggeries 
Foul  Pigwash  Removed 
Foul  Piggeries  Cleansed 
Manure  and  other  Filth  removed 
Cowsheds  Limewashed... 

Pigeons  and  Fowl  removed 
Pump  repaired  ... 

Tap  Water  laid  on  to  Houses  ... 

Wells  Cleansed  ... 

Wells  closed 

Wells  Covered,  Repaired,  Paved,  and  Channelled 
Soft  ^Yater  Cisterns  cleansed  ... 

Water  Analysed  Wholesome  ... 

Water  Polluted  ... 

Persons  Summoned  before  Magistrates 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS’  ACT. 

Number  of  Factories  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Workshops  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  Homeworkers’  Premises  Inspected  ...  3 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ..  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  6 
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John  Steen  &  Co.,  Printers,  Wolverhampt'on. 


